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Overview 
Grande Prairie’s 2024 Point in Time Count occurred on October 9th. Surveyors collected survey 
data from 5-7:30pm while out on designated walking routes, and City Mobile Outreach staff collected 
survey data from 5pm on October 9th until approximately 9am on October 10th in encampments. 
Shelters, transitional housing providers, health and corrections facilities shared administrative data 
to allow for an accurate count of unhoused individuals accessing these services, along with 
demographics such as age, gender and ethnicity. Grande Prairie’s Count was done in alignment with 
Canada’s national Point in Time Count methodology and in collaboration with other Albertan cities, 
including use of a harmonized survey tool. 

Grande Prairie’s 2024 Count total is higher than any previous year, with many people experiencing 
chronic and unsheltered homelessness. Although it is difficult to draw a concrete conclusion from 
Count data alone due to methodological limitations, communities across Canada have documented 
increased homelessness overall, and chronic and unsheltered homelessness since 20201. The City is 
launching a new homelessness data system in 2025 to assist in better understanding trends year to 
year. 

 
1 Everyone Counts 2020-2022 Results from the Third Nationally Coordinated Point in Time Count of 
Homelessness in Canada. HPD-Report-Everyone Counts 2020-2022 Full Report-20231218-Final-EN 

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2024/infc/T94-54-2024-eng.pdf
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Count Totals 
Findings 
We counted 387 people, with 59% of staying in emergency shelters or outdoors. The remaining 
41% were accommodated temporarily in transitional housing, program-funded hotel stays, health or 
corrections facilities, or informally through personal networks. 

The Count total includes 25 family households and 36 dependent children. All families counted were 
staying in shelter or transitional housing. 

Total People 387 
Emergency Shelters 139 36% 
Unsheltered 91 24% 
Transitional Housing 70 18% 
Health Facilities & Treatment Programs 48 12% 
Someone’s Place/Hotel/Unsure 21 5% 
Corrections/RCMP cellblock 18 5% 
2   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: 
• Administrative data from shelters and other facilities/programs are the primary source for 

age, gender, ethnicity and the count totals. Survey data is included for these data points 
only where it can represent individuals are not included in administrative data. 

• New in Grande Prairie’s 2024 Count: 
o the use of City Mobile Outreach administrative data to count unsheltered individuals, 

rather than relying only on surveys to count this population. This method greatly 
increased the number of unsheltered individuals included in the Count. Mobile 
Outreach name data was compared to Wapiti House name data, which is the most 
likely point of duplication, and duplicates were removed.  

o Sunrise House outreach staff completed surveys with several youth connected to 
their program who were experiencing hidden homelessness. These youth likely would 
not have been included in the Count otherwise.  

 
2 Note that some percentage totals in this summary report do not add to 100% due to rounding. 
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• A Point in Time Count is only a snapshot of homelessness on a single night and is best for 
understanding capacity in facilities. As a result, a Count does not provide an exact number of 
people experiencing homelessness due to undercounting youth, families, women and gender 
diverse individuals, and anyone else who may be less likely to be using homeless-sector 
services on the night of the Count. 

 
What We Learned: Survey Data 
While administrative data provides the basis for Count totals and demographics, the Count survey is 
needed to learn more about people’s experiences and formulate improved social and economic 
policies. 150 surveys were completed for the 2024 Count, representing 39% of the individuals counted 
overall3. The following information is sourced from survey data. 

Sleeping Locations in Past Year 
A significant 75% of survey respondents had stayed in an emergency shelter in the past year, and 57% 
had been unsheltered in a public place. 54% had stayed at someone else’s place.  

 

Time Unhoused in Past Year 
70% of survey respondents had experienced chronic homelessness (six or more months unhoused in 
the past year). Nearly half had experienced homelessness for the entire past year.  

 

 
3 Because surveys were done with 39% of individuals counted, the results may mis-represent some groups. For 
example, only administrative data was available for individuals in corrections facilities, people in provincially 
funded hotels, the Grande Prairie Hospital and Rising Above facilities. In addition, not all respondents provided 
an answer for every question, reducing sample size further in some cases. 
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Migration to Grande Prairie 
56% of survey respondents were from Grande Prairie or had been in Grande Prairie for more than 10 
years. 29% were new to Grande Prairie within three years.  

 

Of respondents who were in Grande Prairie for three years or less, 42% originated from northwestern 
Alberta communities in the Grande Prairie area, 42% from elsewhere in Alberta, and 16% from out of 
Province. These individuals also reported having come to Grande Prairie for a variety of reasons, as 
illustrated in the following chart. 

 

Individual Barriers to Housing 
Most survey respondents were facing issues related to substance use, mental health, or other 
conditions, as illustrated below, which could impact housing and income. 

 

Other Life Experiences  
• 52% of survey respondents experienced homelessness for the first time as a child or before 

they were 25 years old.  
• 34% had lived in foster care or group homes as a young person. 
• 11% identified as bisexual, queer, two-spirit, gay, or other sexual orientation. 
• 2% reported veteran status. 
• 7% of survey respondents had come to Canada originally as immigrants, refugees or temporary 

foreign workers. (Most of these individuals had been in Canada for more than 12 months). 
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Cause of Most Recent Housing Loss 
Many survey respondents said a root cause of their housing loss was conflict, abuse or discrimination. 
For example, conflict with or abuse by a spouse or partner, parent or guardian leading to loss of 
housing. See below for more detail. 

 

34% of survey respondents said their most recent stable housing was lost specifically due to an 
eviction. 39% of these respondents said their eviction happened within the last six months, while 61% 
said it happened more than six months ago. 

Sources of Income 
Nearly half of survey respondents reported relying on Income Support for income. Most individuals 
included in the Count are single adults, many with some type of employment barrier. For reference, 
the 2025 Income Support core benefit for a single adult with barriers to full employment, living on 
their own in private housing is $979 per month. The CMHC-reported average monthly rent for a 
bachelor apartment in Grande Prairie in October 2024 was $1008. 
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2024 Point in Time Count Locations 
The Count is a community effort, and the following locations/programs contributed data in 2024. 
Note that City Mobile Outreach administrative data and Sunrise House outreach program surveys, 
representing unsheltered individuals and youth experiencing hidden homelessness, were new 
additions in 2024. Provincial Corrections and Alberta Health data were obtained in collaboration with 
the Alberta 7 Cities Network on Housing & Homelessness. 

Location/Source Survey 
Data 

Admin 
Data 

Wapiti House Emergency Shelter & Transitional Housing & Foundations Yes Yes 
Sunrise House Emergency Shelter & Transitional Housing Yes Yes 
Sunrise House Outreach Program Yes No 
Odyssey House Emergency Shelter & Serenity Place Yes Yes 
Northern Addictions Centre – Detox and Treatment Yes Yes 
Alberta Health - Grande Prairie Regional Hospital No Yes 
Grande Prairie RCMP Cell Block No Yes 
Grande Prairie Income Support Office - Funded Emergency Hotel Stays No Yes 
Provincial Corrections Institutions – inmates originating from Grande 
Prairie with no other fixed address 

No Yes 

City of Grande Prairie Mobile Outreach Program – unsheltered  Yes Yes 
Rising Above Ministries Residential Treatment & Transitional Housing No Yes 
Street Route Surveys: staff from Centerpoint Facilitation, Wapiti 
House, Odyssey House, Sunrise House, Grande Prairie Friendship 
Centre, and the City of Grande Prairie  

Yes No 
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