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1. Policy Statement

The City of Grande Prairie (City) recognizes that ball diamonds are an integral part of the community’s
recreation and sport offerings and is committed to ensuring optimal use of ball diamonds for all ages and
abilities.

2. Reason For Policy

To ensure fair and equitable distribution of ball diamond time to users due to a limited amount of booking time
available during prime operating hours.

3. Definitions

“City” means the municipal corporation of The City of Grande Prairie, having authority under the Municipal
Government Act RSA 2000 C. M-26 and other applicable legislation. Where context requires City also means
the area included within the municipal boundaries of the City.

“Manager” means the Community Recreation Manager or their designate.

4. General Principles
To allocate the available facility time in a manner that:
4.1. ensures fair and equitable treatment for all users;
4.2. provides for a balance of time distribution between adult and youth;
4.3. prioritizes league play on weekdays, and tournament play on weekends;
4.4. ensures residents have access to a wide variety of programs;
4.5. ensures viability of programs offered by the user groups;

4.6. provides a balance between regular programming and special events; and
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4.7.
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maximizes use of available facility time.

5. Related Information

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

Administration will convene semi-annually for two (2) Ball Diamond User meetings, one in the spring for
all ball diamond users looking to book time at the City’s Ball Diamonds, and one at the end of the
season in the fall.

User groups are required to attend or appoint an alternate who has decision making power to attend the
meeting or their bookings will be reallocated.

Administration will develop the schedule based on user group requests, taking into consideration the
previous year’s allocations and cancellations. Changes requested to times will be determined based on
the availability of diamonds. Final determination of conflicts that arise between bookings will be at the
discretion of the Manager.

If ball diamond time becomes available throughout the season, the City will rely on historical booking
data to determine fair and equitable allocation of such time.

When a new ball diamond is available in the City, Administration will work with the user groups to
determine a fair and equitable allocation including but not limited to historical use but also referencing a
percentage increase in allocation in order to allow for growth for all users.

6. Review Process

6.1.

6.2.

Ball diamond user groups have the right to make a written request to have a decision made by the
Manager reviewed. All parties will meet with the Director of Sports Development Wellness & Culture.

If a decision is unable to be reached, the next step is for all parties to meet with the Executive Director
of Recreation and Culture for a final decision.

7. Responsibilities

71.
7.2,
7.3.
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City Council will review and approve any revisions to this Policy.
City Manager will review and approve any procedures related to this Policy.

City Administration will carry out the policy based on established procedures.
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8. Version History

Action Date Description
Policy March 11, New template applied; definitions section added. Annual meetings changed to
Revision 2024 semi-annual.
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